
  

Nov 3, 2017—issue 5 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School 

Dear King Families,  

Thank you for those of you who already have 

and those of you who soon will attend Parent 

– Teacher Conferences.  Research and 

experience tells us the partnership between 

home and school has a positive and impactful 

correlation on student achievement. In fact, 

Harvard’s Family Research Project states:  

Years of research demonstrate that family 

involvement in education can lead to positive 

benefits for children and youth, such as 

increased school attendance, higher academic 

performance, and improved attitudes about 

school. 

King teacher have worked diligently to 

 

Dream keeper 

MISSION:  

Our mission for Martin Luther King, Jr. Elementary School is to build a 21st century 
learning community where all members are encouraged to do their personal best in a safe 
environment where we nurture respectful, responsible and caring citizens of the world.  

These PLP documents are not static. 

They will be updated and changed 

throughout the year as children 

achieve their goals and are ready to 

progress to the next step in their 

learning. 

Thank you for the trust you place in 

us, the King staff!   

Be well, and enjoy your family time 

this weekend! 

Mary 

prepare for your conference.  All of the 

information regarding your child’s 

strengths and areas for growth is in one 

document called a Personal Learning 

Plan (PLP). (After all, there’s no “One 

size fits all” when it comes children and 

learning!)  Each PLP describes the ways 

that King staff will be supporting your 

child as s/he works toward achieving the 

goals established in the plan. 

During the conference the PLP has been 

or will be shared with you.  You have an 

important role in providing input as to 

how you can support your child at home.   
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 
2  Millage vote information 
3  Upcoming dates for your calendar; PTO Corner 
4  Good morning routines;  Disability Awareness Workshop; 

**NEW**Healthy Snacks 
5  **NEW**King Learning Garden comes into the classrooms! 

6  Space Camp 
7  **NEW**King School Traffic  
8 & 9 Anti-Bullying Club and ABC members by name 
10 & 11 **NEW**PLTW Q & A (Parent questions from our PLTW Parent 

Night) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

November 7th:  Millage Voters will be asked to renew a 
countywide special education millage. You can learn more 
about the millage on Ann Arbor Public Schools webpage. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS: 

• Mon, Nov 6: 4:30 – 8:00 PM 

o Conference Night for families with 
more than one child at King 

• Tues, Nov 7: NO SCHOOL 

o Election Day!  Please get out and 
vote!   

• Mon, Nov 13: 

o PTO Meeting (6:30-7:30 PM) 

• Fri, Nov 17th: 

o FINAL sign-up for International 
Night 

• Tues, Nov. 21: 

o Report Cards go home 

• Wed, Nov 22 – Fri, Nov 24: 

o Thanksgiving Break 

o No school 

• Mon, Nov 27: 

o School resumes 

• Fri, Dec 1: 

o All Lost & Found donated 

  

PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION 

Dear Parents,  

Help needed for Staff Dinner!   

Mon, Nov 6th PTO is sponsoring dinner for our King Staff.  

Dinner will be available for them throughout evening 

conferences.  Please sign up to help or donate food: 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0444abaf29a13-

parentteacher 

Please join us for our next PTO meeting.  All are welcome!  

Mon, Nov 13th at 6:30 in the Media Center.  

Sara Schneidewind, PTO President 

Want to see what 

happens in our school 

days?  Follow us on 

Twitter: 

@a2KingPrincipal 

@A2KingAP 

 

 

 

 

 

Please make sure your child claims his/her belongings.  Items that 

remain will be donated after school on the last Friday of each month. 
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Creating good morning routines 

Each morning, please get your children to school on time!  The first bell rings 

at 8:51, and school starts promptly at 8:56.  When late, students miss valuable 

learning time and fall behind on their morning classwork.  In addition, tardy 

students are disruptive to the rest of the class.  Your efforts to get your students to school on time is very much 

appreciated. 

In the event that tardiness is unavoidable, please notify the main office ahead of time at (734) 994-1940.  

Disability Awareness Workshop (DAW) 

The Disability Awareness Workshop is a one-day program to teach 4th graders an empathetic understanding of physical, 

developmental, and learning disabilities. King Elementary School's DAW will be Thursday, November 16, 2017. Many 

volunteers are needed to assist our 4th grade students with hands-on activities to simulate disabilities and to provide a 

luncheon for our guests. Easy to follow instructions are provided to volunteers, all are welcome. Please contact Katie Baidel, 

DAW Coordinator at katiebaidel@gmail.com or 586.438.0447 for more information. To volunteer, click DAW Volunteer 

Sign Up. 

Healthy Snacks                                                

Most of our parents whose students have allergies have provided the school with the necessary paperwork and medications to 

keep their child safe.  Thank you.  With this in place, Nurse Kate Odette, has given us permission to move from only 

fruits and vegetables to healthy snacks.  Healthy snacks include such items as: 

• Hard- Eggs 

• Garbanzo Beans 

• Cheese  

• Yogurt (that require no spoons) 

• Whole Grain Crackers  
 

• Popcorn 
 

• Rice cakes 
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THANK YOU! 

Special thanks to Adam Baru and his amazing chefs from Mani Osteria & Bar for providing 

our King students and staff with an amazing taste of our garden in the way of chilled fall 

squash and carrot soup! 

Find the article here: https://tinyurl.com/y77ybju4 

Also, many thanks to our King Learning Garden crew:  

• Sara Zocher 

• Angela Bulman 

• Becky Locke 

• Val Vesia 

• Li Wei 
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Since 1999, the entire King 5th grade has attended Space Camp at the US Space and 
Rocket Center in Huntsville, Alabama.  King is the only public school in Michigan to offer 
this rewarding experience. 
 
All King 5th graders who want to go to Space Camp can go, regardless of ability to pay.  As 
the 5th grade teachers say, “We all go, or no one goes.”  This amazing trip happens with 
the help of generous contributions from the King community. 
 
The price can vary from year to year, but this year the trip will cost about $1000 per 
student.  Years ago, the Space Camp Fund was established to help cover the costs for any 
5th graders who are unable to pay the full amount.  The goal is to maintain a healthy 
amount in the fund so that future fifth grade classes will be able to go.  Each year, the fifth 
grade families participate in fundraising activities to help achieve that goal.  You too can 
help this proud tradition continue for years to come by donating to the Space Camp Fund. 
 
With your donation, we will prominently display a moon, star, or space shuttle with your 
family’s or child’s name on it at King to show our progress toward making this year’s trip a 
reality. 
 
Making a tax-deductible donation is easy.  You should be receiving a form in your 
child’s Friday folder or backpack. Simply fill it out and return it with a check (made out to 
King PTO with “Space Camp” in memo) to your child’s teacher or to the King School 
office.  Please consider sending your donations in before November 3rd. All donations are 
valued and will be acknowledged on our wall.  Watch our progress as we reach for the 
stars! 
  

Questions?  Ask the Space Camp Team at aakingspacecamp@gmail.com 
 

 

BLAST OFF TO SPACE CAMP 
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Anti-Bullying Club (ABC) 

October was National Bullying Prevention Month.  How timely that we have 120 2nd -5th grade students signed up  and 

met for our first Anti-Bullying Club (ABC) meeting!  When ABC members were asked for their hopes and dreams for 

our work, they listed such things as:  

• Stop bullying 
• Be an upstander at least one time per year. 
• To admonish bullying in King School! (honest, I did not write this!) 
• Learn to be an upstander. 
• To make King School, a better and safe and fun learning community. 
• Have fun! 
• I hope we all know each other when we are older. 
• Everyone has a friend. 
• I dream to change bullying. 
• I hope to make 3 new friends. 
• To be a good friend and keep people safe. 
• To have self-control. 

 
Whether your child is an ABC member or not, you can help your child have the skills to be an Upstander!  Just follow this 

link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eeqQCyQOCPg 

1. Be a buddy. 
2. Interrupt. 
3. Speak out. 
4. Tell someone. 

 

Four of us lead ABC; three parents who are trained social workers--Sara Zocher, Carly Ly and Jennifer Cole, and me.  If you’d be 

willing to volunteer (no skills needed) to come along beside us, and sign up at: 

www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C0444AFAE2BA6FB6-antibullying1  

 

On the next page you will find the names of the members of our Anti-Bullying Club for the 17-18 school year.  Kudos 

to each of the students invested in creating an even better King School! 
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King Elementary PLTW Parent Night Q & A 

 
Q1: How to efficiently get children up and running from home in anchoring PLTW / MI NGSS thinking 
habits: include a reasonable number of do-at-home one-pagers through Friday folders ?! include activities in 1st 
grade challenge homework packages?! include activities in 2nd grade monthly adventures?  We currently do 
not have resources like these created.  I would recommend Code.org for computer science, Discovery 
education for General STEM enrichment activities, or the use of a program like Think Stretch: 

• https://studio.code.org/courses 
• http://www.discoveryeducation.com/students/ 
• https://thinkstretch.com/activities/  

 

Q2:  I’d love to get a short newsletter or just more detail about what was covered in the week’s Lessons so we 
can talk more about it at home.  We, PLTW Lead teachers, will have Lesson Summaries for each grade 
prepared for the Principals newsletter.  We will implement this school year 

 

Q3.  more hands-on activity  We, PLTW Lead teachers, will implement this at our next PLTW Parent Night. 
 

Q4. When will it start? Can we have more?  We, PLTW Lead teachers, adapt our schedules at each building 
based on the building needs and wants.  At King, K-2 PLTW Modules will take place from Sept - Jan and 3-5 
PLTW Modules will take place from Jan - June.  Please email Mr. Kevin Dorn for K-2 detailed schedule 
<dornk@aaps.k12.mi.us>  or Mr. Nathon Moger <mogern@aaps.k12.mi.us> for 3-5 detailed 
schedule.  Currently we are teaching Two PLTW LAUNCH Modules at each grade level in all of the AAPS 
Elementary Schools and have no plans to expand this school year. 

 

Q5.  I would like to have more weeks spent on PLTW during one academic year; is this a 
possibility?  Currently we are teaching Two PLTW LAUNCH Modules at each grade level in all of the AAPS 
Elementary Schools and have no plans to expand this school year.  The district has been and is currently 
reviewing our science curriculum, K-12, to better implement the MI NGSS.  We are using PLTW Launch to 
teach many of the Engineering MI NGSS and a few Physical Science standards as well as piloting Phenomenal 
Science in the K-5 science curriculum. 

• More information about STEAM Framework & Project Lead The Way at 
<https://www.a2schools.org/Page/6923> 

• More information about PLTW Launch K-5 <https://www.a2schools.org/Page/11678> 
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PLTW Q & A (continued) 
 

Q6.  Why using expensive ipads?  The technology in use for this curriculum meets the minimum requirements 
for the PLTW platform.   
 

Q7.  I left feeling that PLTW is being used to solve a problem, but that the problem it is being used to solve 
was left unstated. I left thinking that the things being covered in PLTW seem good, but the motivation seemed 
unclear. It left me feeling unable to assess whether I thought that PLTW was an effective way of solving the 
unstated underlying problem.  PLTW LAUNCH Modules are not solving a problem, rather they have been put 
into place to address the need of better science and STEAM thinking in AAPS.  Currently we are teaching Two 
PLTW LAUNCH Modules at each grade level in all of the AAPS Elementary Schools.  The district has been 
and is currently reviewing our science curriculum, K-12, to better implement the MI NGSS.  We are using 
PLTW Launch to teach many of the Engineering MI NGSS and a few Physical Science standards as well as 
piloting Phenomenal Science in the K-5 science curriculum.   

 
Q8.  What the long term plan is for King, i.e., how long until PLTW is the new teaching methodology for all 
subjects or will this always be considered a "special" class?  We are co-teaching the PLTW Launch modules 
within the science curriculum, it is not a special.  We use PLTW Launch to teach many of the Engineering MI 
NGSS and a few Physical Science standards. 

 

Q9.  How to attend the class and how much should be charged.  Currently we are teaching Two PLTW 
LAUNCH Modules at each grade level in all of the AAPS Elementary Schools at no additional cost to students 
or families.  We hope to offer PLTW and many other STEAM opportunities through our AAPS Rec. and Ed. 
Program in the future and these offerings may have a cost. 

 

Q10.  How it specifically continues at the middle and high school levels.  Currently we are teaching PLTW 
Gateway 6th - 8th grade through Five courses.  Every Sixth Grader will have a 9 -12 week experience in 
PLTW Desighn & Modeling.  Seventh and Eighth Graders may choose a, or multiple 9-12 week courses: 
Automation Robotics, Computer Science for Innovators and Makers, Medical Detectives, and or Energy and 
the Environment. 

• More information at <https://www.a2schools.org/Page/11684> 

 

Q11.  Since it is just being implemented in schools, we’d like to attend a follow-up meeting to find out later 
how the program is going.  Currently we do not have one scheduled, however, our AAPS STEAM 
Expo is a great place to see more PLTW and STEAM Lessons in action Dec. 5th. 
6:00-8:00 PM at Skyline High School. 

 


